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Local Food Producers Can Apply for Technical Assistance

Release Date: February 4, 2013 Contact: Ashley Andre (Huibregtse), 608-224-5002
Jim Dick, Communications Director, 608-224-5020

MADISON — Local food producers looking to improve their business or expand sales should take
advantage of Producers First funding. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection (DATCP) reminds local food producers to apply for this technical assistance support.

Producers First allows local food producers to work with a consultant of their choosing to receive one-
on-one technical assistance. Producers First will pay up to $3,000 to a consultant for providing this
assistance. A matching payment of at least 10% is required from producers.

Examples of technical assistance provided by Producers First include: accounting, financial
organization, business planning, packaging and label development, food safety, grant writing
assistance, legal services, market development and whole farm planning.

To apply for Producers First, local food producers need to first complete a brief web questionnaire. If
the questionnaire meets the eligibility requirements, producers will be invited to submit a full three-
page application.

Producers First web questionnaires are accepted all times, but the next deadline to submit full
applications for review is March 31. Producers are encouraged to complete the web questionnaire about
a month before the deadline to ensure time to complete the process.

Producers First is part of DATCP’s Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin program. The goal of Producers First is
to expand Wisconsin’s local food markets by helping producers meet their goals to increase sales,
become more profitable and create jobs.

To fill out the web questionnaire or learn more about the program, visit
http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Buy_Local_Buy Wisconsin/Producers_First. For questions, contact
datcpproducersfirst@wisconsin.gov or call 608-306-0844.
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